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Summary. A new Polvosma from Sabah is described. 


Dr. Wong Khoon Meng collected an odd-looking Polvosma from the Kerangas forest in the 
eastern rim of the Maliau Basin during an expedition conducted in April 1996. This was 
recognised as new and is described here. 


Polyosma maliauensis L.G. Saw sp. nov. arbores humiles, differt a congeneribus in foliis 
stenophyllis linearo-lanceolatis 12—20 cm longis, 1.5-3 cm latis. Typus: Wong 2694, Sabah, 
Kinabatangan, Maliau Basin Conservation Area, East rim at Helipad 5, (holotypus KEP, 
isotypus SAN). 

(Fig. 1) 


Small slender tree to 3 m tall, 2-5 cm diameter. Bark smooth, brown. Leaves opposite, 
exstipulate, linear-lanceolate, 12-20 x 1.5-3 cm, thick-coriaceous, upper and lower 
surfaces dull but smooth, glabrous, drying dark tan-brown; base narrowly acute, margin 
entire, prominently recurved, apex acuminate to apiculate, midrib prominent below, sunken 
above; lateral veins 17—23 pairs, visible but faint on both surfaces, tertiary veins obscure; 
petiole 1.5-2 cm long, 2-3 mm wide, slightly swollen near base. Inflorescence a raceme, 
14-16 cm long, peduncle 2.5—3.5 cm long, covered with fine golden brown hairs, rachillae 
covered with fine golden brown hairs. Flowers closely and + regularly spaced, pedicel c. 
1—1.5 mm long densely covered with fine golden brown hairs; bracteoles 3, placed just 
below calyx, densely covered with fine golden brown hairs, central bracteole much larger 
than the adjacent 2, placed slightly below the adjacent bracteoles, narrow-triangular, c. | 
mm long, side bracteoles very small to rudimentary. Calyx densely covered with fine golden 
brown hairs, united basally into a short tube, adnate to ovary, lobes 4, broadly triangular, c. 
| x | mm. Corolla bud (in mature flowers) narrowly pyriform, c. 6 x 2 mm, densely covered 
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Fig. 1. Polyosma maliauensis. A. Leafy flowering branch. B. Open flower. C. Transverse section of a 
flower. D. Corolla lobes showing abaxial and adaxial surfaces. E. Stamens showing abaxial and adaxial 
surfaces. All from Wong 2694. Drawn by Rosemary Wise. 


with fine golden brown hairs on abaxial surface, covered with long hairs on the adaxial 
surface, corolla tube (open flowers) c. 2 mm high, lobes 4, c. 4 mm long, recurved, narrow- 
elliptic. Stamens 4, c. 4.5-5 mm long, filament 3-4 mm long, dorsi-ventrally compressed, 
anther basifixed, with longitudinal slits, c. 1.8 mm long. Ovary half inferior, c. 1.5 x 1 mm, 
style columnar, sparsely covered with fine hairs, c. 5.5 mm long, stigma simple, club- 
shaped, ovules numerous, placentation parietal. Fruit unknown. 


DISTRIBUTION. Known only from a single collection from the mountain forest of the 
Maliau Basin Conservation Area, Kinabatangan district, Sabah. 


HABITAT. Lower montane forest on sandstone heath (kerangas) forest. 


SPECIMEN EXAMINED—BORNEO. SABAH: Kinabatangan, Maliau Basin 
Conservation Area, East rim at Helipad 5, Wong 2694 (holotype KEP, isotype SAN). 


This species is very distinctive, as no other species of Polvosma has such narrow leaves. 
The species epithet refers to the only known range of the species. 
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